
SETTING 
THE STAGE 

           FOR A
SUCCESSFUL    
RETIREMENT

Whether you’re years away from retirement or days 
away from the curtain closing on your career, it can 
be both exciting and overwhelming to think about the 
future. In order to reap the rewards of all your hard 
work, it’s important you take simple steps to actively 
prepare for what comes next. Use this handy checklist 
to help stay on track in every act of planning. 

5 YEARS
TO RETIREMENT

 F Take full advantage of any company match in your 
workplace retirement plan

 F Estimate retirement spending levels and income 
sources

 F Track your current and estimated future net worth

 F Run retirement calculations to estimate savings 
needed

 F Take advantage of catch-up contributions in 
retirement accounts

 F Begin thinking about your desired retirement 

lifestyle

3 YEARS
TO RETIREMENT

 F Build a retirement cash flow model

 F Track your spending for 6-12 months

 F Multiply estimated annual spending by 25 to 30 to 
get a target value for retirement savings

 F Develop a plan to eliminate 100% of your debt by 
retirement

 F Estimate Social Security income under various 
claiming strategies

 F Record large annual expenses, such as real estate 
taxes, HOA fees, etc.

 F Leverage a financial professional to get an expert 
opinion on financial readiness

 F Evaluate the potential need for long-term care 
insurance
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